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According to the United Nations, violence against women refers to “any act of gender-based 

violence that results in, or is likely to result in, physical, sexual, mental harm or suffering to 

women, including threats of such acts, coercion or arbitrary deprivation of liberty, whether 

occurring in public or in private life."  Violence against women manifests across all realms of a 1

woman's life including her physical, emotional, social and economic wellbeing. The different 

types of violence range from domestic abuse, sexual harassment (including rape), emotional 

and psychological abuse to extreme acts like feminicide, female infanticide, and acid attacks. 

While violence affects women and girls across the world, the intersection of race, gender and 

class make certain groups of women more vulnerable such as those from ethnic minorities and 

lower socioeconomic status.  

 

With regard to Julie Matthaei et al.’s Inequality Paradigm, which highlights the ways in which 

gender inequality is created and perpetuated by society, we will be focusing on the seventh 

inequality process: violence. Through this paper, we hope to better understand the costs of 

violence against women for not just the economy but also for the individuals. We are using the 

following cost framework developed in a paper by feminist economists at the UN:  

 

● Direct tangible costs include pecuniary transactions, representing real money spent, 

both for national economies and the individuals.  Examples are a victim’s taxi fare to a 

hospital and the associated healthcare costs.  

● Indirect tangible costs have monetary value in the economy but are measured as a 

loss of potential both for the firms involved and the individual’s salaries. Examples are 

lower earnings and profits resulting from reduced productivity for women as a 

consequence of violence. These indirect costs are also measurable, although they 

involve estimating opportunity costs rather than actual expenditures. 

1 United Nations. Declaration on the elimination of violence against women. New York: UN, 1993. 

 



 

● Direct intangible costs result directly from the violent act but have no monetary value 

such as pain and suffering, and the loss of a loved one.  

● Indirect intangible costs result indirectly from the violence and have no monetary 

value. Examples are the negative psychological effects on children who witness violence 

which cannot be estimated numerically.  2

 

This paper has four main sections: first, we discuss current global research on the economic 

costs of violence against women. Next, we present two case studies: female infanticide in India 

and feminicide in Mexico.  For both, we use a feminist perspective to analyze the causes of 

these types of violence and the costs to the economy and society. Finally, our last section will 

focus on policy recommendations to combat violence against women in India and Mexico 

through the solidarity economy processes put forward by Julie Matthaei et al.  

 

Current literature focuses primarily on tangible economic costs, related to money and loss of 

economic potential. The problem with this neoclassical approach is that it only consider human 

beings as productive units in the economy, however, we want to value human life from a holistic 

perspective. Hence, this paper sheds light on the intangible costs of violence against women 

while understanding the different institutions and factors that contribute to violence in the first 

place, particularly feminicide and female infanticide.  

 

Part I: The global situation of violence against women  and current research 
“First and foremost, violence against women is a fundamental human rights violation that 
demands condemnation and action. While all costs cannot be easily measured, an 
understanding of the economic costs to society provides additional perspectives as to 
why governments, donors and the private sector need to come together to address this 
pandemic.” Sofia Sprechmann, Program Director for CARE International.  3

 
The United Nations indicates that the most common form of violence experienced by women 

globally is intimate partner violence , as 35 percent of women have experienced physical and/or 4

2Tanis Day, Katherine McKenna, and Audra Bowlus, The Economic Costs of Violence Against Women: An Evaluation 
of the Literature, issue brief, Expert Brief Compiled in Preparation for the Secretary-General’s In-depth Study on All 
Forms of Violence against Women, United Nations (UN, 2005). Pp. 6-7 
3"Sky-high Costs of Violence against Women Shown in New Global Report as CARE Calls for Better Prevention and 
Response." Care International. March 26, 2018. Accessed December 19, 2018. 
https://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases/sky-high-costs-of-violence-against-women-shown-in-new
-global-report-as-care-calls-for-better-prevention-and-response. 
4 UN. 2006. Ending Violence Against Women: From Words to Action. United Nations. New York. 

 

https://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases/sky-high-costs-of-violence-against-women-shown-in-new-global-report-as-care-calls-for-better-prevention-and-response
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sexual violence in their lifetime .  Furthermore, according to the latest UN global studies, 5

“homicide represents the most extreme form of violence against women, a lethal act on a 

continuum of gender-based discrimination and abuse.”  6

 

As UN Women research indicates, “the cost of violence against women could amount to around 

2 percent of the global gross domestic product (GDP). This is equivalent to 1.5 trillion, 

approximately, the size of the economy of Canada.”  Violence against women is present in 7

every country and region of the world. Globally, it is common to measure the costs of violence 

against women as direct tangible costs, which are costs that can be measured in monetary 

terms. The costs of more extreme forms of violence can be further divided into fatal and 

non-fatal violence costs, according to the Copenhagen Consensus Center’s report on Conflict 

and Violence. 

 

Non-fatal violence is focused on domestic violence and defined by the Center to be divided into 

intimate partner violence in the form of sexual violence and into female mutilation practices. 

Fatal violence against women is defined by the Center to result in death, usually classified as 

female homicides even though a relatively newer, more inclusive definition of femicide -which 

will be explained in detail in Part II- exists. They assume a unit cost of $8.44 million per female 

homicide, which represent the direct intangible costs of homicide  as defined by McCollister et 8

al’s methodology,  scaled by each region’s aggregate average GDP.  The direct intangible costs 9

of homicide include the earning potential and contribution to the economy that a woman would 

have made throughout her lifetime, so the potential gains that the economy is losing due to 

homicide. The results are divided by world regions as per World Bank classification. 

5UN Women. "The Economic Costs of Violence against Women." UN Women. September 21, 2016. Accessed 
December 19, 2018. 
http://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2016/9/speech-by-lakshmi-puri-on-economic-costs-of-violence-agains
t-women. 
6UNODOC. Global Study on Homicide: Gender-related Killing of Women and Girls. PDF. Vienna: United Nations 
Office on Drugs and Crime, November 2018. 
7UN Women. "The Economic Costs of Violence against Women." UN Women. September 21, 2016. Accessed 
December 19, 2018. 
http://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2016/9/speech-by-lakshmi-puri-on-economic-costs-of-violence-agains
t-women. 
8 Fearon, James, and Anke Hoeffler. Conflict and Violence: Assessment Paper: Benefits and Costs of the Conflict and 
Violence Targets for the Post-2015 Development Agenda. PDF. Copenhagen: Copenhagen Consensus Center, 
August 22, 2014.Working Paper. P.21 
9 McCollister, K. E., French, M. T., & Fang, H. (2010). The cost of crime to society: new crime-specific estimates for 
policy and program evaluation. Drug and alcohol dependence, 108(1-2), 98-109. 

 

http://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2016/9/speech-by-lakshmi-puri-on-economic-costs-of-violence-against-women
http://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2016/9/speech-by-lakshmi-puri-on-economic-costs-of-violence-against-women
http://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2016/9/speech-by-lakshmi-puri-on-economic-costs-of-violence-against-women
http://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2016/9/speech-by-lakshmi-puri-on-economic-costs-of-violence-against-women


 

Non-Fatal Violence  
Non-fatal violence against women in the Copenhagen Consensus Center’s cost-analysis 

framework includes domestic violence, which the following statistics treat as intimate partner 

assault, and sexual violence.  

 10

Intimate partner violence costs yearly 8.02% of the world’s GDP. These costs include medical 

costs, national security costs, and incarceration costs of jailing any perpetrators. This cost 

estimates also include foregone earnings due to intimate partner violence. We can observe that 

the cost of intimate partner assault is highest in sub-Saharan Africa as a percentage of average 

regional GDP. 

 11

As it appears, the cost reported cases of sexual violence is higher in high-income countries than 

in other regions of the world. This is not surprising if we considered that these statistics are 

based off reported cases an in high-income countries there would be more reported cases than 

in not so high-income countries. Thus, these statistics represent a very conservative estimate of 

what sexual violence costs to the world economy in terms of the percentage of the world’s GDP.  

 

 

10 Fearon, James, and Anke Hoeffler. Conflict and Violence: Assessment Paper: Benefits and Costs of the Conflict 
and Violence Targets for the Post-2015 Development Agenda. PDF. Copenhagen: Copenhagen Consensus Center, 
August 22, 2014.Working Paper. P. 24 
11 Ibid. p. 25 

 



 

Fatal Violence 
Fatal violence results in the victim’s death. The following costs are calculated as forgone 

earnings by the victims by estimating how much the victim would have earned by working 

throughout her lifetime. 

 12

As we can see from their table, it is estimated that female homicides cost the world economy 

105.3 billion US dollars per year, a total of 12.3% of the world’s GDP. These are likely to be 

conservative estimates, and they represent that if female homicides were to stop, it would 

represent an increase of 12.3% in the world’s GDP. We can see that Latin America and 

Sub-Saharan Africa have the highest regional averages as a percentage of GDP. They further 

divide the cost of female homicide by the female homicides that were committed by an intimate 

partner.  

12 Fearon, James, and Anke Hoeffler. Conflict and Violence: Assessment Paper: Benefits and Costs of the Conflict 
and Violence Targets for the Post-2015 Development Agenda. PDF. Copenhagen: Copenhagen Consensus Center, 
August 22, 2014.Working Paper. P 21 

 



 

 13

Accordingly, the cost of female homicides by intimate partners to the world economy is of 40.1 

billion US dollars per year or 4.7% of the world’s annual GDP. This means that if the issue of 

female homicides by intimate partners were to be eradicated, it would represent an increase of 

about 4.7% in the world’s GDP. While the statistics above show just how costly violence against 

women is for the world economy, we hope to highlight the intangible cost of female infanticide 

and feminicide from a feminist perspective.  

 

Part II: Feminist Analysis of Female Infanticide/Feticide in India  
 

In 2015 Indian Minister for Women and Child Development, Maneka Gandhi, stated: “2,000 girls 

are killed in India every day, with many aborted before birth and others choked with pillows days 

after being born.”  A May 2011 study in a British Medical Journal found that up to 1.2 million 14

Indian girls are aborted every year resulting in a skewed child sex ratio of 914 girls to every 

1000 boys.  A report by the Asian Center for Human Rights, which ranked sex ratios across 15

countries, found that India had the fourth most skewed child sex ratio in the world preceded by 

China and Armenia.  16

 

13 Fearon, James, and Anke Hoeffler. Conflict and Violence: Assessment Paper: Benefits and Costs of the Conflict 
and Violence Targets for the Post-2015 Development Agenda. PDF. Copenhagen: Copenhagen Consensus Center, 
August 22, 2014.Working Paper. P. 22. 
14 Iyengar, Rishi. “Indian Minister Says 2,000 Girls Are Killed Across the Country Every Day.” Time Magazine. April 
22, 2015. http://time.com/3830874/2000-girls-killed-every-day-india-minister/. 
15 Iyengar, “Indian Minister Says 2,000 Girls Are Killed Across the Country Every Day.” 
16 “Female Infanticide Worldwide: The Case for Action by the UN Human Rights Council.” New Delhi, India: Asian 
Centre for Human Rights, June 2016. 
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Female infanticide refers to the killing of a female child within one year of her birth through 

methods such as poisoning, choking, deliberate starvation or other forms of neglect. Female 

feticide, on the other hand, refers to the termination of the life of a fetus within the womb through 

sex-selective abortion. In 1870, British colonial rulers in India passed the Female Infanticide 

Prevention Act which stipulated a prison sentence of 6 months and/or a fine of 30,000 rupees 

for anyone found guilty of killing female babies.  Following India’s independence, there were no 17

national laws or policies protecting the killing of girl-babies until 1992 when the Indian 

government started the “baby cradle scheme.” This policy allowed families to anonymously give 

up their child for adoption without having to go through the formal procedure.  The “baby cradle 18

scheme” was praised for saving the lives of thousands of girls but also criticized by human rights 

groups who argued that the policy made it easier for families to abandon girl babies. In 1994, 

the government passed the Pre-natal Diagnostic Techniques (PNDT) Act making it illegal to use 

prenatal tests to determine the sex of the fetus. Anyone who administers the tests can face a 

three-year prison term and fine.  19

 

This section begins by outlining the causes of female infanticide including the economic burden 

of girls, religious institutions and patriarchal family values. The second half of the section 

analyzes the intangible costs or societal implications of female infanticide, namely the 

commodification of women.  

 

Primary Causes of Female Infanticide/Feticide in India:  

One of the main reasons for female infanticide is the common belief that daughters are 

liabilities, and sons are assets. This perceived “economic burden of girls” can be attributed to 

the high cost and prevalence of the dowry system, especially among poor, rural families. In their 

study, scholars Nadia Smith and Nancy Luke interview 58 women in rural villages across the 

southern Indian state of Tamil Nadu to better understand son preference and female infanticide.

 Smith and Luke find that economic factors were the primary concern for respondents when 20

making decisions about the number and sex composition of their children. This is because the 

majority of the respondents were extremely poor, earning about US$1 a day. Respondents 

17 “Female Infanticide Worldwide: The Case for Action by the UN Human Rights Council.” 
18 “Female Infanticide Worldwide: The Case for Action by the UN Human Rights Council.” 
19 “Female Infanticide Worldwide: The Case for Action by the UN Human Rights Council.” 
20 Smith, Nadia, and Nancy Luke. “‘Too Many Girls, Too Much Dowry’: Son Preference and Daughter Aversion in 
Rural Tamil Nadu, India.” Culture, Health & Sexuality 10, no. 7 (October 2008): 697–708. 

 



 

viewed children as expensive, especially in a rapidly modernizing society with higher costs of 

education and healthcare.  

 

When asked about preferences between girls and boys, the majority of respondents in the study 

cited dowry as their primary reason for not wanting daughters. Dowry is a payment made by a 

bride’s family to the bridegroom, his parents or relatives. “Payment” can be in the form of cash, 

jewelry, property, and even electronic equipment.  Although the dowry system originated as a 21

way for a bride’s parents to ensure financial stability for their daughters after marriage, it is now 

used as a way of “paying” a bridegroom’s family for marrying one’s daughter. The dowry system 

was made illegal in 1961, but is still practiced to different degrees today- from compulsory dowry 

demands by the bridegroom to a bride’s family “voluntarily” sending lavish gifts to the groom’s 

family.   22

 

In Smith and Luke’s study, respondents mentioned that if they did not give the amount of dowry 

demanded by the husband’s family, their daughters could face hardships and even violence 

from the groom’s family. On average dowry in Southern India equals two-thirds (66%) of a 

household’s assets making daughters an enormous financial burden on poverty-stricken 

families.  As a result, female infanticide is common across Southern India, especially in Tamil 23

Nadu, which has the highest rate of induced abortions among any Indian state. One respondent 

in Smith and Luke’s study described common methods of neglect used for female infanticide, 

stating “they put paddy (rice on the stalk) in the baby’s mouth and it will die… others don’t feed 

the baby for 2-3 days.” In recent years, there has also been an increased prevalence of mobile 

abortion clinics, which display advertisements such as, “Pay 50 rupees now to save 50,000 

rupees later,” likely comparing the cost of having an abortion with the high “cost” of having a 

daughter. 

 

While the perceived economic burden of daughters through dowry can explain why families 

living in poverty would prefer to have sons, female infanticide is also prevalent amongst the 

middle-class and upper-middle-class families. This can be explained, to a large extent, by the 

prevailing patriarchal family system as well as Hindu religious texts that promote son 

21 “The Dowry System in India: Is the Trend Changing?” Pulitzer Center, n.d. 
22 “The Dowry System in India: Is the Trend Changing?” Pulitzer Center, n.d. 
23 Smith and Luke, “‘Too Many Girls, Too Much Dowry’: Son Preference and Daughter Aversion in Rural Tamil Nadu, 
India.” 

 



 

preference. In her article on domestic violence in India, scholar Huma Ahmed-Ghosh highlights 

the different ways in which India’s patriarchal family structure manifests in everyday life. For 24

example, when resources are limited, boys are sent to school while girls stay home to help with 

housework. Similarly, with regard to health care sons are given priority over daughters in the 

treatment of illness. Furthermore, in poor, rural families as well as wealthy, urban families, it is 

common for boys to eat separately with the men of the family, who are served by women of the 

household. Girls eat with the women after the men have eaten. With regard to the Inequality 

Processes, these everyday actions not only create distinct, polarized gender roles for men and 

women but also lead to the internalization of the patriarchal system.  

 

Another important way through which the patriarchal family system is maintained is through the 

marriage system. Most marriages in India are arranged and patrilocal which means that the wife 

moves in permanently with her husband and his family.  This is another way in which the 25

husband emphasizes his power because the new bride is powerless in the midst of her 

husband’s extended family, who are mostly strangers to her especially when the marriage is 

arranged. Traditional, arranged marriages in India also exemplifies the “Institutionalization” 

Inequality Process as the marriage system, which is a social institution, promotes the idea that 

wives are inferior or subordinate to their husbands.  

 

According to Ghosh, the origins of this deeply patriarchal family structure can be attributed to 

Hindu religious texts which also promote son preference. Charles Malamoud, a French religious 

scholar, highlights one Hindu scripture that states, “through a son, he conquers the worlds, 

through a grandson, he obtains immortality but through his son’s grandson he ascends to the 

highest (honor).”  There are other examples in ancient Hindu texts where special efforts are 26

made to secure a son. For example, a special powder is inserted into the nose of a pregnant 

woman to ensure a male child. Similarly, the text suggests that sons can be conceived by 

having sexual intercourse at a certain time and place, or by citing a verse.  Even though the 27

particularities of ancient texts like the Vedas might be remote for most Hindus, concepts from 

the Vedas have been passed down through generations by family members and enforced by 

24 Ghosh-Ahmed, Huma. “Domestic Violence in India.” Violence Against Women 10, no. 1 (2004): 94–118. 
25 Ghosh-Ahmed, “Domestic Violence in India.” 
26 Sineath, Sherry. “Son Preference and Sex Selection Among Hindus in India.” Graduate Thesis. Florida State 
University, College of Arts and Sciences, 2004. 
27 Sineath, “Son Preference and Sex Selection Among Hindus in India.” 

 



 

local religious leaders.  Ultimately religious texts and the existing patriarchal family system 28

together promote son-preference and can explain the high prevalence of female 

infanticide/feticide amongst wealthy families for whom the economic burden of dowry may not 

be as extreme.  

 

Finally, government rhetoric regarding overpopulation and economic development also 

contributed to high levels of female infanticide in the 1970s. Government propaganda during this 

time enforced the idea that overpopulation is the sole reasons behind India’s underdevelopment 

and poverty.  Large billboards, radio jingles, television and cinema advertisements carried 29

slogans saying, “a small family is a happy family,” (chhota parivaar sukhi parivaar). Scholars 

Bhatnagar and Dube suggest this propaganda led many patriarchal families to believe that 

femicide is connected to national interests.  Patriarchal middle class, urban families were 30

anxious to “stake their claim on economic opportunities offered to a few by the state… as a 

result, they were eager to comply with family-planning directives yet equally determined to 

preserve their own patriarchal interests by having more sons.”  31

 

It was because of this negotiation between traditional son-preference and the “modern small 

family” that lead many families to deploy new reproductive technologies like amniocentesis for 

sex determination and selection.  With the absence of any laws preventing female feticide in the 

1970s and 80s, scientific technology meant for the detection of genetic disorders was misused 

by 7 out of 8 couples to abort the female fetus. The total fertility rate defined as the number of 32

children born to a woman dropped from 4.87 in 1970 to 3.4 in 1980 and 1.8 in 2005, showing 

the effectiveness of government propaganda in controlling the number of children born. 

However, the child sex ratio also decreased from 950 girls for every boy in 1960 to 

approximately 930 girls for every boy during the 1980s. This highlights how state rhetoric 33

28 Sineath, “Son Preference and Sex Selection Among Hindus in India.” 
29 Bhatnagar, Rashmi, and Renu Dube. “The Practice of Femicide in Postcolonial India and the Discourse of 
Population Control Within the Nation State.” In Female Infanticide in India: A Feminist Cultural History. State 
University of Ithaca New York Press, 2005. 
30 Bhatnagar and Dube, “The Practice of Femicide in Postcolonial India and the Discourse of Population Control 
Within the Nation State.” 
31 Bhatnagar and Dube, “The Practice of Femicide in Postcolonial India and the Discourse of Population Control 
Within the Nation State.” 
32 Bhatnagar and Dube, “The Practice of Femicide in Postcolonial India and the Discourse of Population Control 
Within the Nation State.” 
33 Bhatnagar and Dube, “The Practice of Femicide in Postcolonial India and the Discourse of Population Control 
Within the Nation State.” 

 



 

about family planning contributed to smaller families yet increased the prevalence of female 

infanticide. 

 

Intangible Effects of Female Infanticide/Feticide in India:  

The killing and aborting of female babies has led further violence against women in India 

namely trafficking of women to serve as brides. Female infanticide ultimately devalues women’s 

lives, promoting the belief that women are expendable objects or commodities. This, in turn, 

implies that acts of violence against women are justified.  

 

India’s highly skewed sex ratio due to female infanticide has made it more difficult for men to 

find women to marry, leading to bride-trafficking or “bride-purchasing”. Bride-purchasing is 

common especially in the northern Indian states of Haryana, Jharkand and Punjab. Women are 

“bought (from their parents), sold, trafficked, raped and married off without their consent.”  The 34

price of the bride is usually between 4,000 to 30,000 Indian rupees, the equivalent of USD88 to 

USD660.   A survey in Haryana found that more than 9,000 married women had come from 35

other states. An Al Jazeera article about bride-buying in India quotes one survivor, Muklesha, 

who was sold when she was just 12 years old to a man in his 70s. Three years later when the 

man died, Muklesha was sold to a horrific, abusive husband. The article quotes Muklesha who 

says, “he didn’t feed me. He’d take me to the fields and stuff my mouth with mud and then beat 

me.”  Poonam Muttreja, executive director of the Population Foundation of India, highlights that 36

bride trafficking “is not just about sex selection and feticide…it’s about a lack of value for girls.” 

 37

With regard to our cost framework mentioned in section one of this paper, the direct intangible 

cost of female infanticide is a skewed child sex ratio. However, the indirect intangible cost is the 

horrific bride-buying industry as well as the prevailing belief that women are nothing more than 

commodities or objects.  

 

It is also important to note that the societal implications of female infanticide are not 

acknowledged in classical economic theories, further highlighting the need for alternative, more 

34 Jolley, Mary, and Liz Gooch. “‘Sold like Cows and Goats’: India’s Slave Brides.” Al Jazeera. November 14, 2016. 
https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/2016/11/cows-goats-india-slave-brides-161114084933017.html. 
35 Ibid. 
36 Ibid. 
37 Ibid.  
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inclusive economic models. Scholar Leela Dube discusses the problems with applying a 

supply/demand framework to the marriage market in India.  In this marriage market for women, 38

shown in the diagram below, the quantity of females is shown on the x-axis while the “value” of 

females in dollar terms is shown on the y-axis. The “value” of females on the y-axis is an 

extremely arbitrary number representing how much value or “benefits” women would add to 

society.  This is also quite problematic as it objectifies women associating them with a number. 

The equilibrium is defined as the point of intersection between the supply of females and the 

demand for them. According to this framework, female feticide and a skewed sex ratio will shift 

the supply curve leftward or inward. This reduction in supply causes an upward shift along the 

demand curve leading to a “higher value of females.” Hence classical economists use this to 

argue that the shortage of women would lead to female children being better valued.  

 

 

 

However, this model does not work in India as it doesn’t account for the trafficking of women 

from other regions as described above. A lower “supply of women” due to female infanticide has 

resulted in increased female trafficking, child marriages, sexual violence, and abuse. Hence the 

effect of female infanticide is certainly not to increase the value of women as suggested by 

classical models.  

38 Dube, Leela. Women and Kinship: Comparative Perspectives on Gender in South and South-East Asia. United 
Nations University Press, 1997. 
 

 



 

 
Part III: Feminicide in Mexico  
Legal definition and current situation 

According to UN Women, femicide is “a crime involving the violent and deliberate killing of a                

woman,” and many states fail to include it in their penal code. Feminist Diana Russel was one                 39

of the pioneers on the modern definition of femicide where it is defined as “the killing of females                  

by males because they are female.” While most femicides are indeed conducted by men, most               

legal definitions of femicide disregard the gender identity of the killer. It is worth noticing that in                 

Latin America the term feminicide is used more than the term femicide, and thus it will be used                  

in the rest of this paper. In Mexico, it was in 2012 where the crime of feminicide was established                   

in the federal penal code, effectively marking it as a crime distinctive to homicide. This was after                 

a famous case of femicides in Ciudad Juarez took place. The legal federal definition in Mexico is                 

as follows: 

 

“Article 325. Commits the crime of feminicide who deprives a woman of her life for               

reasons of gender. It is considered that there are gender reasons when one of the               

following circumstances occurs: 

I. The victim shows signs of sexual violence of any kind; 

II. The victim has been inflicted with infamous or degrading injuries or mutilations,             

previous or subsequent to the deprivation of life or acts of necrophilia; 

III. There is background or data of any type of violence in the family, work or school, of                  

the active subject against the victim; 

IV. There has been a sentimental, intimate or trusting relationship between the killer and              

the victim; 

V. There are data that establish that there were threats related to the criminal act,               

harassment or injury of the active subject against the victim; 

VI. The victim has been held without contact, whatever the time prior to the deprivation               

of life; 

VII. The body of the victim is exposed or displayed in a public place. 

Who commits the crime of feminicide will be imposed from forty to sixty years in               

prison and from five hundred to thousand days fine. 

39 "Femicide in Latin America." UN Women. April 4, 2013. Accessed December 19, 2018. 
http://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2013/4/femicide-in-latin-america. 
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In addition to the sanctions described in this article, the active subject will lose all               

rights in relation to the victim, including those of a successional nature. 

If the feminicide is not proven, the rules of homicide will apply. 

The public servant who delays or hinders maliciously or negligently the           

procurement or administration of justice will be imposed a prison sentence of three to              

eight years and five hundred to fifteen hundred days fine, in addition, will be dismissed               

and disqualified from three to ten years to perform another public employment, position             

or commission.”  40

 

This extensive legal definition thus separates what constitutes a homicide, which defined in the              

Mexican Federal Penal code as “the act of depriving someone else’s life.” Moreover, each of               41

the 32 states has its own legislation that might differ from the Federal definition, excluding some                

of the cases mentioned above. Whether the federal penal code is applied or the state or                

municipal penal code is applied depends on many factors. While an explanation of the legal               

system of Mexico is outside of the scope of this paper, we can see that how femicide as a crime                    

is defined and how it is punished greatly differs from state to state. For instance, Aguascalientes                

State’s legal code is so deficient, no one has been convicted of femicide even though NGOs                

report there are around 500 pending cases.  42

 

The sentence imposed on femicide differs depending on the State legislation. For instance,             

Mexico City recently reformed their local penal code to increase the minimum sentence on              

feminicide from 20 to 40 years in prison, and the maximum sentence was increased from 50 to                 

60 years in prison. Earlier this year, there was the first case of someone receiving a life                 43

40 Federal Penal Code of Mexico: Codigo Penal Federal: Mexico, Pub. L. No. 325, § Chapter 5, PDF 96-97 (Chamber 
of Deputies 2017).This version of the Penal Code was established in  1931 
https://www.gob.mx/cms/uploads/attachment/file/235549/Co_digo_Penal_Federal_22_06_2017.pdf 
Translated by the authors. Pages 96-97 
41 Ibid, p. 93 
42 Loera, Claudia Rodríguez. "Ley Actual Para Castigar El Feminicidio En Aguascalientes Aún No Ofrece Un Marco 
Normativo Suficiente." La Jornada Aguascalientes (LJA.mx). January 30, 2018. Accessed December 19, 2018. 
http://www.lja.mx/2018/01/ley-actual-castigar-feminicidio-aun-ofrece-marco-normativo-suficiente/. 
Mexican local newspaper, translated by the authors 
43Aristegui Noticias. "Incrementa De 50 a 60 Años De Prisión La Pena Máxima Para Feminicidas En La CDMX." 
Aristegui Noticias. April 19, 2018. Accessed December 19, 2018. 
https://aristeguinoticias.com/1904/mexico/aumentan-pena-maxima-para-feminicidas-de-50-a-60-anos-de-prision-
en-la-cdmx/. 
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sentence for femicide in the State of Mexico. While on average femicide sentences are longer               44

in terms of years than homicide’s, they are much harder to prosecute. Most femicides tend to be                 

categorized as homicides, due to the difficulty of proving whether the killing involved any sort of                

the aforementioned conditions or the lack of response from the authorities.  

 

How we categorize a crime is important because it underlies its causes and its corresponding               

sentence, to a certain extent reflecting society’s aversion to it. Families from the victims of               

femicide have been silenced by the government and the inefficient legal system, and have been               

denied to accomplish a sense of justice. This is reflected in publicly available data because               

there is no exact data on femicide, says UN Women. “In Mexico, there are nine deaths every                 

day of women with presumed homicide, a figure that increased with respect to last year, when                

there were seven.”  45

 

On March 8th of 2018, the International day against violence against women, Mexican press              

couldn’t help but remind us about the current insecurity situation Mexican women face. In the               

last decade, more than 23800 women have been killed in Mexico. This figure is very likely to                 46

be much higher since there are many women missing and cases that are not reported nor                

prosecuted, where only 10% of cases receive a sentence according to UN Women. Femicide              47

constitutes the worst form of violence against women, and as such, it is very important that we                 

understand and analyze its causes in order to end it.  

 

Feminicide in Mexico - Causes  

44Univision. "Por Primera Vez, México Condena a Un Feminicida a Cadena Perpetua." Univision. March 14, 2018. 
Accessed December 19, 2018. 
https://www.univision.com/noticias/asesinatos/por-primera-vez-mexico-condena-a-un-feminicida-a-cadena-perpe
tua. 
45Ines Amarelo, "ONU Mujeres: México Tiene Alto Nivel De Tolerancia a La Violencia Machista," La Vanguardia, 
November 26, 2018, , accessed December 19, 2018, 
https://www.lavanguardia.com/politica/20181126/453191777572/onu-mujeres-mexico-tiene-alto-nivel-de-tolera
ncia-a-la-violencia-machista.html. 
46 Elena, Reina. "¿Cuántos Feminicidios Más Puede Soportar México?" EL PAÍS. March 07, 2018. Accessed 
December 19, 2018. https://elpais.com/internacional/2018/03/07/mexico/1520414016_971998.html. 
47Echarri Cánovas, Carlos Javier, SEGOB, Secretaría De Gobernación, INMUJERES, Instituto Nacional De Las Mujeres, 
and UN Women. La Violencia Feminicida En México, Aproximaciones Y Tendencias 1985-2016. PDF. Mexico: UN 
Women, December 2017 
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Feminicide constitutes the culmination of violence against women, resulting in their killing. UN 

women’s country representative of Guatemala, Adriana Quiñones, has shared some of the 

causes of femicide in Latin America: 

 

“People often fail to recognize the deadly chain of events that lead to femicide. An 

abusive relationship doesn’t start with murder, but the abuse escalates and without 

timely intervention and support, the women may end up murdered. In Latin America, we 

have a culture of high tolerance towards violence against women and girls. You see it in 

the media all the time—crimes against women are exhibited with very crude images and 

nobody seems to care about it. Violence becomes normalized; it is seen as a part of life 

for women.”  48

 

As the UN has stated, the main causes of feminicide in Latin America, and Mexico are the 

objectivization of women in the media, the normalization of violence against women in our 

societies. This normalization of violence against women stems from the patriarchal hierarchy 

that Mexican society sustains. These micro and macro aggressions result in one of the most 

violent acts against a woman, feminicide.  

 

Violence against women in Latin America, and more specifically, Mexico, stems from a deeply 

ingrained patriarchal hierarchical structure where men are superior to women inherited from the 

Spanish Conquest. The Catholic church at the time, and now, not only hierarchized relation 

between men and women but polarized native Mexicans and their Spanish born counterparts, 

further spreading the inequality processes and violence that led to the violent state of Mexico 

today.  

 

In Mexico, the National Commission to Prevent and Eradicate Violence against Women 

(CONAVIM for its initials in Spanish) was established in 2007 in an effort from the government 

to combat the issue of violence against women. CONAVIM argues that “society and culture 

have historically conditioned aggressors to think that one way of expressing their "masculinity" is 

through attitudes and behaviors that are violent, dominant, possessive, controlling, so any 

48"Take Five: Fighting Femicide in Latin America." UN Women. February 15, 2017. Accessed December 19, 2018. 
http://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2017/2/take-five-adriana-quinones-femicide-in-latin-america. 
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attempt to change this represents a "danger" to their "manhood".”  CONAVIM’s language, 49

especially in Spanish, showcases the aggressors as victims of the system. While that might be 

too generous in some cases, toxic masculinity and “machismo” behavior is perpetuated and 

normalized in Mexican society, beginning in most cases inside the nuclear family structure. 

These behaviors are further exacerbated by the media.  

 

The media in Mexico promotes the objectification of women, propagating and reinforcing gender 

stereotypes that grant men a position of superiority, control, and power above women. 

CONAVIM makes the argument that this violence, known as “symbolic” violence, ultimately 

leads to sexual violence and the treatment of women as objects, justifying unequal treatment 

between women and men, where the former is “submissive” and dominated by the latter.  This 50

leads to the normalization and the internalization inequality process of violence against women. 

This normalization of violence and the dehumanization of women propagated by the media and 

patriarchal society leads to the killing of women for the sole fact of being women, or feminicide. 

It is very important that we address these issues if progress to eradicate feminicide is to be 

made.  

 

Feminicide in Mexico - Costs 

Feminicide in Mexico is very costly for all of the actors involved— the victims and their families,                 

society, the economy, and the perpetrators. It is important to understand how costly it is and                

why it is pulling Mexico’s development down, negatively affecting women’s lives, which            

constitute 51.4% of the population, according to the latest data from 2015. Following the UN’s               51

cost framework of violence against women, first, the direct and indirect tangible costs of              

feminicide in Mexico will be outlined, followed by the direct and indirect intangible costs of               

feminicide in Mexico.  

49Comisión Nacional Para Prevenir Y Erradicar La Violencia Contra Las Mujeres. "¿Por Qué Ocurre La Violencia 
Contra Las Mujeres Y Cómo Podemos Prevenirla?" Www.gob.mx. April 19, 2017. Accessed December 19, 2018. 
https://www.gob.mx/conavim/articulos/por-que-ocurre-la-violencia-contra-las-mujeres-y-como-podemos-preveni
rla?idiom=es. 
50Comisión Nacional. "Violencia Contra Las Mujeres En Los Medios De Comunicación Y La Publicidad." Gob.mx. 
April 03, 2017. Accessed December 19, 2018. 
https://www.gob.mx/conavim/articulos/violencia-contra-las-mujeres-en-los-medios-de-comunicacion-y-la-publicid
ad. 
51INEGI. "Numero De Habitantes." Cuéntame De México. Accessed December 19, 2018. 
http://cuentame.inegi.org.mx/poblacion/habitantes.aspx?tema=P. 
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The following are the direct intangible costs associated with feminicides in Mexico for the year               

2015, taken from a report on the costs of violence against women in Mexico in 2015: 

 Number of women Cost per women in 

Mexico 

Total 

Non remunerated 

work value 

2,475 2,834 48,543,481.82 

Remunerated work 

value 

 3,542 17,134,563.29 

Funerary spending  8,000 19,800,000 

Family-related 

spending 

 401 1,984,950 

Direct Costs of femicide in Mexico in 2015, taken from UNAM and SEGOB’s report  52

 

The category of non-remunerated work value implies the indirect tangible costs of feminicide—             

the loss of potential earnings for the victim. This value is rather low, with only 2834 Mexican                 

pesos per woman. The report does not specify the methodology well, but perhaps this number               

represents an average of forgone earnings in the last month of the victim’s life, which in any                 

case wouldn’t capture the full lost earnings of a woman’s life. The “remunerated work value”               

category refers to the direct tangible or monetary costs, on average of women on receiving               

medical and psychological attention, if any, legal counseling etc. It is not clear from the               

methodology either if this concerns to the victim of the feminicide or their family. Funerary               

spending is self-explanatory, and family-related spending is how much the family spent following             

the feminicide in say, transportation, and related spending. These costs are on the conservative              

side and most do not capture the full monetary loss of a woman’s life due to feminicide, as they                   

provide estimations that are too low, particularly on the non-remunerated work and remunerated             

work categories. Violence against women in Mexico was estimated to cost 1.4% of GDP in               

Mexico or 5.2% of total government spending in 2015, including actual spending and foregone              53

52 UNAM, SEGOB, and CONAVIM. El Costo De La Violencia Contra Las Mujeres En Mexico. PDF. Mexico, July 2016. 
Pp. 41-42 
53 Ibid. 

 



 

earnings of women due to violence. Feminicide’s total cost as a percentage of GDP or               

government spending is not shown in the report.  

 

In general, these direct and indirect tangible costs are a useful benchmark for an economy and                

the government to calculate the loss of output and direct costs to the Mexico’s public goods in                 

terms of police, medical costs, etc. and thus make an economic case for why feminicide should                

be stopped, because it is costly. What this -- which is the only comprehensive study about the                 

costs of violence against women in Mexico— and similar studies fail to address are the               

intangible costs of feminicide. We argue that feminicide is an issue that should be looked at not                 

only from the monetary aspect but from a more humane side and that looking at the intangible                 

costs of feminicide will raise awareness of the issue of feminicide at a deeper level. 

 

Direct intangible costs of feminicides in Mexico are the emotional stress and trauma endured              

both by the victim and their family. Indirect intangible costs of feminicide extend to other women                

living in Mexico, who are now afraid of going out and have to conform to much stricter social                  

behavioral norms. When a case of feminicide occurs, it is usual for media and people to                

question what the victim was wearing, or what kind of relationship they had with the aggressor.                

They are also questioned on their behavior, if they were alone, or if they were going out at night.                   

This collective fear restricts women’s freedom and quality of life. They don’t have the same               

freedom than man, and in a certain way, they are dependent on them for the same reason. 

 

The following are testimonies from the victims’ mothers collected by a national newspaper, El              

Universal: 

"Why did she leave so late, why was she alone?" 

"The public ministry did nothing" 

"He did not like what she prepared for breakfast" 

"It was in Tlalpan where they found my daughter (dead)" 

"One dies while in life" 

"He called to tell me he was going to kill Mariana" 

"I want the whole weight of the law to fall"  54

54Daphnée Denis and Alma Rodriguez, "Especial: Feminicidios En México, Una Epidemia En Aumento," EL PAÍS, 
accessed December 19, 2018, https://elpais.com/especiales/2017/feminicidios-en-mexico/#. 
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These testimonies reflect the emotional loss of the mothers of the victims, while also shedding               

light on the other issues discussed before — the lack of support from public authorities and the                 

poor legal procedures, the normalized patriarchal and toxic masculinity values in Mexican            

society and unreasonable behaviors expected of a woman.  

 

Part IV: Policy recommendations to eradicate female infanticide in India and feminicide in 
Mexico. 
 
Education:  
While female infanticide and feminicide are two very different problems, we believe education is 

an important solution that is applicable to both these issues. Violence is an important part of the 

inequality paradigm as it promotes the idea that it is acceptable for men to physically abuse or 

even kill women. We believe this extends not only to men but anyone who perpetuates abuse 

against women. Female infanticide and feminicide ultimately stem from patriarchal values that 

both India and Mexico sustain, where women are seen as inferior to men, and their lives 

considered dispensable, or worthless. This, in turn, justifies acts of violence. To combat this 

belief, a strong education system is necessary— one that encourages both men and women to 

break down the gender hierarchy. 

 

Keeping the Solidarity Processes in mind, the education system should firstly encourage girls 

and boys to question current social practices, specifically why men are considered superior to 

women? In general, teachers and schools must also ensure that girls and boys are not treated 

differently, thus preventing the polarization of gender from an early age. Furthermore, schools 

can use the arts, specifically theatre, music and even visual arts to teach students about the 

ways in which toxic masculinity manifests itself in our society.  

 

However, this does not need to be limited to schools. Local theatre groups or non-profits could 

organize plays about domestic abuse or creative workshops about gender roles. This would, at 

the very least, make people aware of the prevailing patriarchal structure—which negatively 

affects everyone—  and eventually prevent acts of violence.  

 

 

 

 



 

Law Enforcement:  
 
Another common problem in both India and Mexico is the lack of law enforcement. Even though 

there are laws and regulations protecting against female infanticide and feminicide, they are not 

enforced by authorities.  

 

As mentioned above, the 2004 PNDT Act in India aimed to prevent female infanticide by making 

it illegal to administer prenatal tests to determine the sex of the child. However female 

infanticide is still practiced informally today. According to a 2015 article in the Indian newspaper, 

India Today, not a single individual or medical practitioner has been imprisoned due to female 

infanticide since the law came into force nearly a decade ago. In fact, 31 out of 52 cases under 

the PNDT act are still pending in various Delhi courts. In the remaining 21 cases, no convict has 

been given jail time since 1996 when the Act was enforced. Most are charged with a nominal 

fine, sometimes as low as Rs 1,000 (14 USD).  

 

In order to ensure the PNDT Act is enforced Delhi University professor and activist, Bijayalaxmi 

Nanda, states “female foeticide and girl child neglect must be treated as a national emergency.” 

Hence the government should firstly increase the maximum prison sentence and fine associated 

with the PNDT Act to deter families and medical practitioners from committing female 

infanticide. Next, we should increase access to legal services for poor, rural families. Often, 

individuals who come across cases of female infanticide in their neighborhood or amongst their 

friends lack the appropriate resources to report such cases. Finally, the court system needs to 

be more efficient, quickly processing and convicting pending cases under the PNDT Act. 

 

In Mexico, as mentioned before, there exist different legal definitions of what constitutes as 

feminicide in the State level, making it difficult to identify and punish such a crime. Because of 

this, many cases keep getting cataloged as a homicide, with lower sentences than feminicides 

on average. Families of the victims are also suffering due to the lack of response from the 

authorities, which would be easier through having a homogeneous legal definition of what a 

feminicide is. Furthermore, feminicide cases are prosecuted to a lesser extent than homicides 

and other violent crimes, much of the investigation work being done by the families and friends 

of the victims rather than the police themselves. This could be remedied through having a better 

police system. 

 



 

 

Joining the police in Mexico is horrible, including low pay for risking your life in an actively 

violent country, so no wonder people don’t want to join the police. Better salaries and benefits 

are needed for public servants, in this case, the police.  The war on drugs has taken a toll on the 

police and armed forces of Mexico, with corruption and drug cartel infiltration and collusion 

within local, state and federal policy, including all levels of the army.  Nevertheless, feminicide 

cases are usually at the bottom of the priorities and deserve more recognition.  

 

Conclusion  
 
Whether it is female infanticide in India or feminicide in Mexico, through our research for this 

paper, we learned how deeply violence is ingrained in our patriarchal social systems. In this 

paper, we analyzed both the causes of violence in Mexico and India from a feminist perspective 

while also applying our cost framework to understand the intangible effects or costs of female 

infanticide and feminicide. While there are laws in place aimed at combating violence against 

women, we believe that there needs to be a fundamental change in people’s mindsets in order 

to solve these issues. Ultimately in developed economies, it is generally accepted that women’s 

lives matter however in developing nations like India and Mexico, there is still a lack of basic 

respect for women and their human rights thus leading to acts of violence.  
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